
HAMPTON ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

MINUTES 

April 21, 2011 

 

 

Members Present 

Bill O’Brien, Chairman 

Jack Lessard (Alternate) 

Vic Lessard 

Ed St. Pierre 

 

Others Present 

Joan Rice, Secretary 

 

Chairman O’Brien called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 

 

Chairman O’Brien introduced the members of the Board 

 

PETITION SESSION 

 

Chairman O’Brien announced that Petition 14-11, 152 North Shore Road, is being delayed 

for one month at the request of Attorney Stephen Ells.  An abutter, Mr. Caswell, 36 Sea View 

Avenue, was not notified.  Chairman O’Brien mentioned that an opinion will also be sought 

on this petition from the Conservation Commission before the next meeting. 

 

Moved by Mr. Vic Lessard, seconded by Mr. Jack Lessard, to delay the hearing of Petition 

14-11 until the May 19, 2011 meeting at which time it will be first on the Agenda.  Review 

should be done by the Conservation Commission and Mr. Caswell, abutter at 36 Sea View 

Avenue is to receive notification. 

 

VOTE:  4-0-0.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Chairman O’Brien announced that at request of Charles Fredette (Verizon representative), 

the Verizon request for a Motion for Rehearing of Petition 03-11, 190 Kings Highway will 

be delayed until the May 19, 2011 meeting. 

 

13-11 The petition of Mark & Gail Swymer for property located at 63 Kings Highway 

seeking relief from Articles 1.3 and 4.5.1 to construct a screened porch, we will 

demolish three (3) non-conforming structures in the process, where the front set 

back will be 7.2’ where 20’ is required.  This property is located at Map 210, Lot 31 

in a RA zone. 

 

Mark and Gail Swymer came forward.  Ms. Swymer went through the five criteria and said 

she felt they had been met. 
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Questions from the Board 

 

Mr. St. Pierre asked if the property line is 7 feet to the porch.  Mr. Swymer replied that it 

was 7.2 feet. 

 

Comments from the Audience 

 

There were no comments from the Audience. 

 

Back to the Board 

 

Chairman O’Brien asked if the steps, mud room, and two chimneys on the right side were 

all going away.  Mr. Swymer said they were.  Chairman O’Brien asked if the shed on the 

property is 4 feet off the property line.  Mr. Swymer said it was.  Chairman O’Brien said he 

would like to have the property pinned.  Mr. Swymer said he had found pins and the 

Building Inspector said that was sufficient. 

 

Chairman O’Brien said the current certified plot plan does not show how far the existing 

house is from the front lot line.  If the 7 foot distance is not met, it would be necessary to go 

before a Town meeting with a warrant article. 

 

Moved by Mr. Vic Lessard and seconded by Mr. Jack Lessard, to approve Petition 13-11 

subject to a certified plot plan specifying the distance to the front of the house so that pins 

could be placed at 7.2’. 

 

Chairman O’Brien asked the Board members if they felt the five criteria had been met.  All 

members agreed that they had. 

 

VOTE:  4-0-0.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

15-11 The petition of Michael & Karen Shapiro for property located at 807 Ocean 

Boulevard seeking relief from Article 1.3, 4.5.1 and 4.5.2 to flatten existing roofs and 

add a deck.  This property is located at Map 197, Lot 38 in a RA zone. 

 

Mr. Steve Doucette, representing the Petitioners, came forward.  Mr. Doucette said the 

petitioners want to lower the front two roofs (one on each side of the house cupola) and 

install rubber roofs.  They would also build a deck over each roof.  This will not go beyond 

the existing roof line.  Mr. Doucette went through the five criteria and said he felt they had 

been met. 
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Questions from the Board 

 

There were no questions from the Board. 

 

Comments from the Audience 

 

Ginny Smith, 809 Ocean Blvd., came forward.  She said the petitioners were always 

improving their property and she is in favor of their petition being granted. 

 

Back to the Board 

 

Moved by Mr. Vic Lessard and seconded by Mr. Jack Lessard, to grant Petition 15-11. 

 

Chairman O’Brien asked the Board members if they felt the five criteria had been met.  All 

members agreed that they had. 

 

VOTE:  4-0-0.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

BUSINESS SESSION 

 

Election of Officers 

 

It was the consensus of the Board to postpone the election of officers until the May meeting 

when all Board members will be present. 

 

Moved by Mr. Vic Lessard and seconded by Mr. St. Pierre, to postpone the election of 

officers until the May 19, 2011 meeting. 

 

VOTE:  4-0-0.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Appointment of Alternates 

 

Chairman O’Brien indicated that the Board only has two Alternates and that anyone 

interested in being an Alternate should submit a letter to the Building Inspector. 

 

Adoption of Rules of Procedure 

 

Moved by Mr. St. Pierre and seconded by Mr. Vic Lessard, to adopt the Rules of Procedure. 

 

VOTE:  4-0-0.  Motion passed unanimously. 
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Adoption of Code of Ethics 

 

Chairman O’Brien discussed a letter received from Fred Welch, Town Manager, which was 

written on behalf of the Board of Selectmen requesting that Board members adopt the 

Selectmen’s Resolution titled, “Code of Ethics”, that has been adopted by the Board of 

Selectmen. 

 

Mr. Vic Lessard said he felt the oath taken by the Board members was sufficient.  Chairman 

O’Brien also pointed out that RSA 673:14 governs the disqualification of zoning board 

members.  It was the consensus of the Board to address this issue at the next meeting. 

 

Adoption of the Minutes 

 

Moved by Mr. Vic Lessard and seconded by Mr. Jack Lessard, to approve the Minutes of 

January 20, 2011. 

 

VOTE:  3-0-1 (St. Pierre).  Motion passed. 

 

Moved by Mr. Vic Lessard and seconded by Mr. Jack Lessard, to approve the Minutes of 

February 17, 2011. 

 

VOTE:  3-0-1 (O’Brien).  Motion passed. 

 

Moved by Mr. Jack Lessard and seconded by Mr. Vic Lessard, to approve the Minutes of 

March 17, 2011 as amended. 

 

Amendments made: 

 

Page 2, paragraph 3 should read: “Mr. St. Pierre said putting the stairs on the 

opposite side of the deck would work.” 

 

Page 2, paragraph 4 should read:  “Acting Chairman Lessard suggested either 

making the stairs 3 feet wide or reversing them”. 

 

VOTE:  3-0-1 (O’Brien).  Motion passed. 

 

During the discussion of the Minutes of March 17, 2011, Chairman O’Brien indicated that he 

believed the petitioner should also have sought relief from the front setback, paragraph 

4.5.1, based on a prior agreement by Board members that paragraph 8.2.3 relief did not 

cover the minimum setback requirements of paragraph 4.5.  This topic will be discussed at 

next months’ meeting. 
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Adjournment 

 

Moved by Mr. Jack Lessard and seconded by Mr. Vic Lessard, that the meeting be 

adjourned. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Joan Rice 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 


